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a | Manifested In The Flesh 


r | “We are writing to you about something which has always existed 
— yet which we ourselves actually saw and heard: something which 
‘ | we had opportunity to observe closely and even to hold in our 
e hands, and yet, as we know now, was something of the very Word 
; of Life Himself! For it was Lzfe which appeared before us: we saw 
f it, we are eye-witnesses of it, and we are now writing to you about it. 
It was the very Life of all Ages, the Life that has always existed with 
| God the Father, which actually became visible in Person to us mortal 


men. We repeat, we really saw and heard what we are now writing 
to you about it. We want you to be with us in this—in this fellow- 
ship with God the Father, and Jesus Christ His Son. We must 
write and tell you about it, because the more'that fellowship extends 
| the greater the j joy it brings to us who are already i in it.” 

| —TI John 1:1-4 (Phillips). 
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EDITORIAL 


Making Christmas 
Meaningful 


While we as Christians bask in the warm glow 
of the Christmas season with all of its joy-bringing, 
it is well for us to remember that there are multi- 
tudes who have no understanding of the real mean- 
ing of this season. Christmas needs to be interpreted 
or re-interpreted to many of our fellow Americans. 
It has become so much identified with tinsel and 
tape, toys and trinkets, colored lights and candy, 
Christmas trees and Christmas sprees, gifts and gad- 
gets, Santa Claus and senile sentiment, Christmas 
‘cards and commercialism, that the real significance 
of Christmas has been obscured by the insignificant 
trappings of the season. As a consequence, the One 
whose birthday the Yuletide season commemorates, 
is dishonored rather than honored; ignored rather 
than adored ; blasphemed rather than blessed. With- 
out Christ, Christmas is no more than a pagan fes- 
tival. With Christ, it becomes a glorious reminder 
of the Advent of the Saviour. 


Casting about for the most succinct, capsule-like 
_.presentation of the real meaning of Christmas, we 
think we have discovered it in Matthew 1:23. ‘“‘His 
Name shall be called Emmanuel, which being inter- 
preted is ‘God with us.’’’ Herein is the miracle of 
the manger—the fact that God the Son, the Sec- 
ond Person of the Trinity became God manifested 
in the flesh. O, the infinite stoop of Deity! And why 
did He come? To promote affability and spread 
abroad good cheer? Indeed there is more affability 
and good cheer, and real joy in the world as a re- 
sult of His coming. The Heavenly messenger was 
not issuing empty sentiment when he declared, “‘Be- 
hold, I bring you good tidings of great joy.” But 
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this is not the basic reason for His coming. Why 
did He come? To show us how tto live? Yes, He 
surely revealed to men the only exemplary life— 
the only earthly demonstration of human perfection. — 
But the real reason for His coming lies deeper. Why | 
did He come? You have heard it before. Let me 
tell you again! He came on a mission of redemption. 
He, God the Creator, came forth from the bosom 
of the Father to put away our sins by the sacrifice of 
Himself. He came to die—God for us . . . God in- 
stead of us... that He might purge our sins with 
His own blood, and rise from the dead, ascend into 
Heaven, and send His Holy Spirit, His blessed 
“other Self” that He might ever be Emmanuel, God 
with us. And indeed He is with all those who re- 
ceive Him into their hearts in humble faith. He 
alone can make Christmas meaningful. He alone 
can make life meaningful. Receive Him as God's [ 
supreme gift. Crown Him as Lord of your life, and | 
He will be to you Emmanuel—God with you. i 


—G.S. 


“The Prince Of Peace” 


“And His name shall be called Wonderful, Coun- 


sellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, ) 


The Prince of Peace.’’—Isaiah 9 :6b. 


What a Name for a world like this; what a _ 
world for a name like this! A World of troubled — 
Nations, jealous of each other, hating each other, | 
fearing each other. A World of troubled Society, 
different races and classes and conditions of peop!:, 
restless and clashing in their interests and desir’s 
and ambitions. A World of troubled Business, «!! | 
upset by 
World of troubled Homes where the very found:- | 
tions are shaking and happine:s has fled. A Wor ( 
of troubled Hearts, anxious and burdened and 
broken, It is for such a world that the prophet Sa\s, 
Prince of Peace.”’ 
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rivalries and selfishness and greed. \ | 
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L?eace from War. War is one of the many proots 
of the total depravity and the total insanity of the 
human race; the nations of the world have drunk 
of the wine of Babylon; therefore the nations are 
mad, (insane). The burden of War is breaking 
the world into a bruised and battered wreck, and no 
one has the wisdom or power to put an end to it— 
None but Jesus; through Him, the Prince of Peace, 
there will come that blessed time when there shall 
he no war. 


Peace from Wickedness ; the cause of war; ‘““There 
is no peace, saith my God to the. wicked.” This is 
certainly true. There can be no real peace in a 
wicked heart, or a wicked home, or a wicked na- 
tion. The only cure for wickedness, for sin, is Jesus. 
The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from all sin. 
“The blood of Jesus whispers peace within.” It is 
only as His blood washes whiter than snow, that 
peace can come into this wicked world. Why do not 
the men at the United Nations Assembly see this ? 


Peace from the Weaknesses of the Flesh; the pain 
and suffering and trials that come while we live 
our life in the flesh. The Psalmist prays that God 
will teach him how frail he is. The conies are a 
feeble folk; but they build their houses in the rocks. 
May God lead us to the “Rock that is higher than 
I.” When disease, and pain, and death come, where 
and how can we have peace? Only as He hides our 
souls in the cleft of the Rock. Jesus lived in the 
flesh; He knows all about its weakness; He can 
give the peace that passes all understanding. 


Peace from Worry and Anxiety: Let not your 
hearts be troubled. Can we have peace when our 
loved ones are far away; when the future is all un- 
known; when there are a thousand and one things 
which weigh upon our minds and hearts? Yes, the 
Prince of Peace can bring peace into troubled 
hearts. Are we trusting Him; resting in Him, cast- 
ing all our burdens upon the Great Burden-Bearer, 
Who says, Come, I will give you rest? —J.K.P: 


Peace - And The 
Prince Of Peace 


Almost 2000 years ago, there was born One, 
anticipated by prophetic prediction and heralded by 
angelic choirs as the Prince of Peace. His entrance 
into the world was attended by the choral refrain, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.” (Luke 2:14). Paradoxical- 
ly, at that time the Roman world was enjoying one 


of those rare periods of peace. The gates to the 
temple of Janus, the Roman god to whom a pagan 
people looked to guide them in war, were closed. 
As Milton in his “Ode to the Nativity” wrote: 


“No war or battle’s sound 
Was heard the world around; 
The idle spear and shield were high uphung: 
The hooked chariot stood 
Unstained with hostile blood, 
The trumpet spake not to the armed throng; 
And kings sat still with awful eye 
As if they surely knew their sovereign Lord was 


There was peace then. But what we have now can 
hardly be described as peace. Nor has there been 
any real permanent respite from war, in these al- 
most two thousand years since the Prince of Peace 
was revealed to the world. Was the angelic host 
mistaken? Did they raise a false hope in that hour 
of Christ’s Advent? Some hearts unregenerated by 
the Holy Spirit, some minds unschooled in the Word 
of God, have thought so. They have pointed to this 
seeming paradox in their attempts to discredit the 
Christian faith. 


But any difficulty here is quickly resolved in a 
proper understanding of Christ’s true mission. No- 
where in His preachments did He suggest that His 


Evangel would bring national or international peace 
in this age. In fact He predicted “wars and rumors 


of wars” until the time of His return (Matt. 24:6, 
7). Again He suggested that His own Presence 
would be provocative of controversy and antagon- 
isms when He declared, ‘“Think not that I am come 


to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, 


but a sword . . . a man’s foes shall be they of his 
own household.” (Matt. 10:34). Christ is a con- 
troversial Figure! Christ is a Divider of men—even 
on the family level! His coming into the household 
sometimes results in anything but peace. When 
Christ enters the heart of an individual his al- 
legiance to Christ transcends his allegiance to other 
members of his family. If they are outside of Christ 
and indulge pursuits which are not in keeping with 
God’s glory then the Christian member of the 
household cannot fit into their plans; he cannot in- 
dulge in their activities; their thoughts are not his 
thoughts; their lives are not his life. There is divi- 
sion; there is schism; there is no peace—until the 
other members of the family become members of 
God’s family through a personal encounter with the 
Saviour. 


But Christ is still the Prince of Peace and He 
talked about peace and promised peace to those who 
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receive Him into their hearts by faith. He pledged, 
“Peace I leave with you, my peace | give unto you. 
Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid.” (John 14:27). His peace is internal. It 
has to do with the heart. It has to do with our 
relationship to God. We were rebels against Him 
when outside of Christ. We were alienated from 
God. In Colossians 1:20, God is spoken of as “‘hav- 
ing made peace through the blood of His Cross, by 
Him to reconcile all things unto Himself; .. . and 
you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in 
your mind by wicked works, vet now hath He 
reconciled ...” ““Therefore being justified by faith 
we-have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. (Romans 5:1). Thus, you see Christ offers 
sinful men peace with God, and the peace of God 
through a personal acceptance of Himself in their 
hearts and lives. And this peace which Christ gives, 
prevails in the midst of wars and strife, through 
affliction, suffering, and even death. The true be- 
liever has peace on earth regardless of how war- 
torn the world may be. 


Finally, there is a day coming in which Christ 
will assert Himself as the Prince of Peace in the 
world wide sense of that word. This is spoken of 
in Psalm II and in many other portions of God’s 
Word. Christ will assume the prerogatives of this 
role at His Second Coming when He shall subju- 
gate His enemies and rule in peace. Have you re- 
ceived Him? Is He the Prince of Peace in your 
heart? If not receive Him now as your personal 
Saviour. —G.S. 


LETTERS 


From a Kentucky Methodist Pastor: You are 
writing GREAT editorials on matters that are chal- 
lenging the thoughtful and prayerful consideration 
of men and women who would KxNow the truth. 
You are absolutely rIGHT in what you say about the 
statement sent out by the General Council of the 
Presbyterian Church U.S.A. I earnestly pray that 
your own Church will stay just a: it is, and keep 
you where you are to carry on for Truth and Right- 
eousness. 


Your editorials are a great inspiration and help 
to me. God bless you, and lead you on through the 
days. 

From West Virginia: 1 look forward each week 
1u reading the Journal. | find the Sunday School 
lesson especially helpful, and am absolutely in ac- 
vord with your efforts in preventing our union — 


the U.S.A. Church. 


From Virginia: | encloze a dollar for 25 “The 
Reasons Why.” I want to give them to the officers 
of our church. They don’t seem to know anything 
about union, and some think it would b@ the very 
best thing for us. Qur pastor is from the Northern 
church and uses every oprortunity to show “why we 
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should unite with the U.S.A.” He says he is pra ing 
for it. Some of the younger members are “‘for it,” 
but I believe it is because they do not know eno igh 
about ‘““The Reasons Why”’ it should not be. S me 


of us who are reading the Journal (and apprec ate | 
the danger) are praying that union with the | 
Northern church may never come to pass. We are | 


friendly with all churches, but don’t want to com- 
bine them. 


From Illinois: (Enclosing $10.00 for five -<ub- 
scriptions as Christmas gifts to friends). You de- 


serve the highest praise for taking apart the “Leiter | 


to Presbyterians (U.S.A.)” in two recent issues, 
and revealing the significance of statements thercin. 
Few who pass for Christians would subscribe to 


the “Letter” 
its subtle purpose. 


From North Carolina: Enclosed find check for 
$2.50 for renewal. I do not want to miss a copy. 
I read right widely, and in my opinion your edi- 
torials are the finest being published in America 
today. God bless you and sustain you in your great 
work. 


From Pennsylvania: 
copies of your article ‘““Neo-Orthodoxy and Evan- 
gelical Christianity’’ as enclo-ed remittance will 
buy. I would like for every minister in the N.C.C. 
to have a copy. It is comforting to know that there 
is a body of Presbyterians keeping true to “The 
Faith once delivered.”” I do so much enjoy the 
Journal, and | give it to the members of our church 


who still love God’s Word. 


From a Pastor in Pennsylvania, 
Presbyterian Church U.S.A. 

Congratulations on the excellent article in Jour- 
nal, issue Nov. 18, answering in such splendid and 
decisive fashion the tragic ‘“‘Letter To Presbyterians’ 
—a pronouncement that by no means represents the 
attitude and spiritual outlook of our whole Northern 
Church. FOR YOUR OWN GOOD DO NOT UNITE WITH 
us! 


From a Virginia Pastor: 

1 am very anxious to get The Siarhere Presby- 
terian Journal into every family in our church in 
order that their faith and spiritual lives may be 
quickened and strengthened. I am also anxious for 
them to get the evangelical slant of your fine maga- 
zine. So I am sending you $12.50, with ten names 
and addresses. Send them the Journal for six months 
each. I think they will renew for themselves at the 
end of that time, and become permanent subscribers. 
This is a Christmas gift to them. 


From a Former Moderator of the U.S.A. Church: 

“My own hope is that your church will vote to 
remain out of this contemplated union. The reason 
for this opinion is that I have always believed th: 
your church has a particular and God-blessed evar - 
gelical witness to Christ and the Scriptures whic’ 
might be diminished, should it merge with the larger 
denomination. 
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“I There Js A Drift Towards Rome 


By Dr. Albert J. Lindsay 
(A Reply To Dr. Robert McAfee Brown) 


‘the national and geographical relationship of 
the Rev. Robert McAfee Brown and myself seems 
to fe somewhat indicative of our denominational 
and theological relationships. Obviously we are both 
good American citizens living in the United States 
of America, and yet separated by the width of a 
continent. Likewise we are both ministers in good 
standing in the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., but 
miles apart theologically. This is evident from a 
careful analysis of our two articles originally ap- 
pearing in Presbyterian Life. In reply to my article 
“Are We Drifting Toward Rome?” (Aug. 8) Mr. 
Brown presented a counter view under the caption 
“We Are Not Drifting Toward Rome” (Sept. 19). 
I have been asked to reply. 


Mr. Brown, | believe, reveals the weakness of 
his premise in the very opening paragraph when he 
questions my statement, “our final authority rests 
in a- Book, the Bible,” by stating “while I would 
want to amend that statement to say that our final 
authority is Jesus Christ whom we meet in the 
Bible...’ Later he adds, “‘ . . . Jesus asked us to 
believe in Him, not statements about Him.” Cer- 
tainly every intelligent believer of the reformed 
faith will agree that final authority is to be placed 
in Jesus Christ, our Lord, but we can know Christ 
only as He is revealed in the Scriptures. It is the 
pure statement of the Word empowered by the 
Holy Spirit that makes it possible to believe in Him. 
Undermine or weaken that foundation and you un- 
dermine the very premise of knowing the historical, 
Biblical Christ. ‘There seems to be no other sound 
conclusion but that you must either accept or reject 
the authority of the Scriptures concerning Christ. 
It is this authority that permits us logically to ac- 
cept the testimony of Christ Who, by His own 
words, authenticated all Scripture including numer- 
ous historical and miraculous events which in some 
cases liberals have questioned, if not discarded. For 
instance, consider some of the clear cut statements 
of our Lord such as: “‘Moses . . . wrote of me” 
(John 5:46); “The flood came” (Luke 17:27); 
“the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained 
fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them 
all” (Luke 17:29); “remember Lot’s wife” (Luke 
\7:32); “for as Jonah was three days and three 
nights in the whale’s belly” (Matt. 12:40). Fur- 
thermore, it is clear that our Lord taught what we 
describe as verbal plenary inspiration for, referring 
to His own speech and that of the writers, He again 
and again used the phrase “the words” (John 14: 
‘0; 17:8; 6:63), “God’s words” (John 8:47), 
“My words” (John 12:48) and in Matthew 5:18 


He said, “For verily I say unto you, till heaven and 
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earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass 
from the law till all be fulfilled.”” Any honest schol- 
arly treatise on Christ’s testimony of the Scriptures 
always produces an irrefutable witness to their truth 


and authenticity. 


This becomes the more vivid in our thinking when 
we remember that, our Lord speaking of His own 
doctrine and words says: “It is the Spirit that quick- 
eneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I 
speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.’’ 
(John 6:63). Yes, words they were, and in that 
respect, literature; but words divinely inbreathed 
and therefore Scripture. The Bible is God-breathed. 
‘All Scripture is given by inspiration of God... ” 
(Theopneutos - God - breathed). (II Tim. 3:16). 
(Note: There are the strongest reasons for reject- 
ing the rendering of this as given in the R.V.— 
“Every Scripture inspired of God is also profitable, 
...). Thus if the Holy Ghost “saith” we are to 
find in the words of Scripture the exact substance 
of what He saith. Therefore verbal inspiration is 
absolutely essential for conveying to us the exact 
thought of God. One of the things which has blessed 
the church above all else has been the minute study 
of the words of Scripture carried forth by all ex- 
positors in which they searched with great care for 
the precise shade of verbal significance, even to the 
minutest details of language. No indeed, if verbal 
inspiration is to be politely dismissed the greatest 
foundation for the authority of the church has dis- 
appeared. The sovereign element, not the human, 
is what should always impress the student on this 
whole subject. For if it is God the Holy Spirit 
speaking in Scripture, then the Bible is the Word 
of God, and like God, infallible. 


Unfortunately there are different conceptions of 
the Person of Christ. It should thus be recognized 
that such a Christ that can be developed apart from 
the “literal” revelation which Mr. Brown, in his 
neo-orthodoxy, seemingly rejects is certainly not to 
be depended upon as the “Christos” of Heaven, the 
God-man with both Deity and Humanity, but a 
sort of creation from self-chosen fragments of the 
Bible and interpreted according to the fancy of the 
individual. All through the history of the Christian 
church the failure to comprehend the true person of 
Jesus Christ has come from this very trouble, 
whether it was gnosticism of the early centuries. or 
our so-called liberalism of today. 


While it may be possible for neo-orthodoxy to 
bring one to a true knowledge of Christ, for which 


we can be thankful, yet it is a hit-miss pattern and 
by the same token can also backfire and cause the 
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individual to badly miss the proper conception and 
full knowledge because there was too much of the 
individual and not enough of the literal Word. 


There is good reason for concern over what Mr. 
Brown calls “‘the new direction of Protestant in- 
terest.”” Is not this the crux of the whole matter? 
Why a new direction? What is wrong with the old! 
Do we not have the same Bible, the same church, 
the same human problems of man and the same old 
human nature? If we understand anything about 
the atomic age in which we are living, we are con- 
vinced certainly that it is not a new direction we 
need but the application of the old basic Scriptural 
truths. Even the world in its better moments realizes 
this. 


Mr. Brown has raised a serious question when he 
endeavors to permit no distinction between a saving 
faith and membership in the visible church. Cer- 
tainly the new birth automatically makes us mem- 
bers of the great invisible church, but membership 
in the visible church does not present so perfect a 
picture. This is illustrated by many on church rolls 
who, in spite of care, look upon their church as little 
more than a fraternal or social organization or as 
something that is nice to turn to in case of emer- 
gency or special need. We should never forget our 
forefathers who had to leave what in their day was 
the established church that they might have the 
peace and authority of God’s Word in their heart 
and soul. Certainly Protestantism argues for this 
side while Rome for the other. 


Many are seriously questioning the need and 
value of the over-emphasis concerning the ecumeni- 
cal movement which, from all indications, might be 
taken to be the Gospel for our present day. If the 
success of the church is to be determined by one 
central ecclesiastical organization then of course 
this is a must, but because the reformed faith holds 
that ‘““God alone is Lord of the conscience” and the 
~ Holy Spirit the executor and power of the church, 
we are naturally inclined to question some of the 
motives of ecumenicity. Seemingly the unions effect- 
ed in our present era, from all evidence, have not 
increased the spiritual life or accomplishments of 
those involved. 


When it comes to the subject of neo-orthodoxy, 
our professor of Union Theological Seminary con- 
fesses, ‘‘I am never sure just what neo-orthodoxy is 
supposed to be... ”’ yet he expresses enthusiastic 
approval and support for what it is supposed to be 
accomplishing. This same indefinite stand is describ- 
ed by Edward A. Burtt in his book “Types of Re- 
ligious Philosophy,” “Modernism is not a philosophy 
but a group of philosophies reflecting no single con- 
trolling principle, whether metaphysical, methodo- 
logical, or ethical.’’ This is one of the several places 
where there are more “miles” between us than may 
seem on the surface. Mr. Brown’s statement “.. . if 
the Bible is again being taken seriously, neo-ortho- 
doxy must be given a large share of the credit,”’ is 
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an indictment upon the church, its leaders, 21d 
spiritual condition. Why should the church e er 
have turned from the Bible? Without the Bile 
where is the premise of faith? Further, how can ve 
know Chirst, as I have already shown. The v: ry 
fact that neo-orthodoxy “has misgivings about plen- 
ary inspiration” and is a “‘philosophy” which is wi 
ing to “take the Bible seriously but not literall),” 
according to Mr. Brown, places it in a very ques- 
tionable category. Incidentally, is it neo-orthodoxy 
or any modern day philosophy that is turning peo;)le 
back to the Bible or the chaotic times in which we 
live? Neo-orthodoxy subjectivism is the basis for 
determining what is and what is not the Word of 
God. In the final analysis the individual is left to 
decide what portions of the Scripture are the Word 
of God. Because of this we recognize at once that 
there is no final authority to which we may appeal. 
Nor is this all. If it is to be maintained that certain 
parts of the Scripture are not God’s revealed Word, 
then who is to say for certain that any part is re- 
vealed’? Follow neo-orthodoxy to its logical conclu- 


‘sion and one must throw the entire body of Scrip- 


ture into question and this ultimately would lead 
to skepticism. 


However, we who hold to the verbal plenary in- 
spiration of the Scriptures recognize that not all 
portions of the Scriptures are personally of the same 
value to the individual at all times. This of course 
does not mean that they are not definitely inspired 
for our needs as believers in Christ. For instance, 
there are portions of Scripture that meant little to 
me several years ago which now mean everything 
because of things that have transpired during that 
period. 


Neo-orthodoxy may be a shot in the arm to aid 
and revive an otherwise dying liberalism and in that 
sense receive praise from some sources, but it is no 
permanent cure or remedy and when it wears off, 
the church will be the worse for the experience. A 
good physician would want to ask, what will be the 
after effects? If anything stands forth in Protest- 
antism it is the fact that our faith rests upon the 
literal Word of God. Anything less is a very flimsy, 
uncertain foundation and must be replaced by an 
ecclesiasticism, such as Rome, that will regiment 
people into a ritualism and dogma to their liking— 
“having itching ears.” (II Tim. 4:3). Again we 
emphasize our authority dare not be anything less 
than the Word of God. Never forget that the thing 
which made Protestantism different and unique by 
our forefathers was the fact that they held tena- 
ciously to the inspired Word of God. 


Concerning the danger of increasing regimenta- 
tion, there seems to be general agreement. However, 
Mr. Brown ir:dicated a desire to have more evidenc¢ 
of this fear that exists in the minds of many which 
if they did speak out would mean “ecclesiastica! 
suicide.” It is surprising that Mr. Brown shoul: 
wonder at this for either he is living within a littl» 
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she'!, unconscious of the heartbeat of many, or else 
chooses to ignore the feelings and convictions of 
not a few. 


lt goes without saying that the highest spiritual 
experiences come not through ritualism or ceremon- 
ialism, but in the simple experiences of faith based 
upon God’s Word and in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. The high church liturgies have too often 
become crutches upon which to lean and too often 
have a tendency of robbing us of the realities of the 
spiritual. The object becomes the center of attrac- 
tion rather than what it represents. Instead of help- 
ing it confuses. There is of course a happy medium 
in this matter. I too enter my pulpit on Sunday 
morning in formal attire and robe, but I do not 
want lighted candles or written prayers, though 
these at times may have their place. 


Obviously Mr. Brown feels that we should move 
nearer to Rome and put into practice all those things 
that we can possibly find as a mutual, acceptable 
ground, moving toward that day, though it is not 
so stated, when we shall all be one. What is it that 
makes brothers in Christ? Is it being members of a 


certain organization or is it being in Christ, and can 
you be in Christ apart from the new birth? It 
would seem to me that Mr. Brown’s article is one 
which Rome will smile with favor upon and which 
lends weight to the premise that we are drifting 
toward Rome. It is clear there are two definite 
schools. On the surface we may seemingly be one 
but logically and in reality we stand on two founda- 
tions, two separate premises. The one foundation 
of course is “thus saith the Lord”; not upon what 
we think, not atempting to evaluate the acts and 
events of God in this world, but upon the literal, 
written Word. Surely one does not have to be a 
scholar to see the difference and to realize the secur- 
ity of the one as over against the weakness of the 
other. 


Since writing my article I have received a host of 
letters from across the nation as well as several — 
from abroad which have encouraged me and lead’ 
me to believe the support of reformed theology is 
far larger and stronger than realized. It is also en- 
couraging to see the rising concern in both the re- 
ligious and secular world regarding this danger of 
our drift toward Rome. 


ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 39 


Personality And Personal Work— 
What Comprises Personality? 


It is just as well to take stock here and see what 
we have in the “personality” which is to be brought 
to this unique task of soul-winning. What are the 
service factors in a personality? Let us go into the 
commonplace details. 


First, there is the traditional seat of the emo- 
tions, the Heart. “For as he thinketh in his heart, 
so is he” (Prov. 23:7), and “out of it (the heart) 
are the issues of life.”” (Prov. 4:23). For conveni- 
ence here let’s include one’s spirit, for this is the 
place where the impulse must start. It is the place 
of one’s reaction to the love of Christ and to the 
challenge of the Great Commission. You have a 
heart. God designed it of such pattern and capacity 
that it might contain a great, warm, surging im- 
pulse for service—service to Him and to humanity 
in His name. This faculty animates the personality 
and gives it its true character. . 


Next, there is the Mind—the intellect. Here is 
the executive department of the personality. It is 
here that the conceptions, the plans, the decisions 
ire formed, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
Here is exercised tact—judgment. ‘The intellect is 
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very capable, and God gave it to us to use—always 


yielded, however, to His direction. A personality 
with a used intellect is very attractive to a great 
many people, and therefore more effective in win- 
ning favor to a Cause. Be grateful for an alert, 
quick acting mind; but be careful also that it is 
under control. A brilliant mind is fertile soil for 
the devil’s sowing of the seeds of conceit and pride, 
and these weeds choke the channel, preventing the 
free course of the Holy Spirit. Humility tremend- 
ously enhances the effectiveness of good headwork 
and adds power to personality. The Mind is also 
a repository for the language of God’s Word, stor- 
ing it up in memory for use as occasion calls for it. 


Now take a look at personality’s five subordinates 
—very, véry useful servants and very nesessary: 
Eyes, Feet, Hands, Ears, Tongue. 


Eyes. It is the Eye that brings instantaneous 
photographs to the Mind, pictures by which the 
“executive department” may quickly form its plans. 
A situation is comprehended at a glance. The Eye 
says, “There is a man in trouble; his downcast 
look, his expression, his whole attitude betrays his 
depressed ,spirit.””’ Mind has information from this 
efficient “scout” as a basis on which to form a plan 
of approach. Too, there is a subtle power in the 
Eye. It adds eloquence and tenderness and per- 
suasiveness to spoken words. Often the Eye speaks 
a language all its own, very inviting, very compel- 
ling. You will never know a person fully until you 
look that person in the Eye. 

Feet. ‘‘How beautiful upon the mountains are 
the feet of him that bringeth good tidings.” (Isaiah 
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52:7). Feet greatly expand the range of a per- 
sonal worker’s activities and enable him to move to 
the point of contact. True, there have been startling 
examples of personal work done by bed-ridden ser- 
vants of God; but who would not be grateful for 
a good pair of feet to facilitate getting about? 


Hands. ‘These hands have ministered unto my 
necessities, and to them that were with me,” said 
Paul. (Acts 20:34). Very expressive is the Hand. 
There is something in a kindly handshake that is 
convincing. The Hand can give altogether a new 
meaning to a statement, or a warning, and can 
even take the offense out of a rebuke. The Hand 
can spell the word S-y-m-p-a-t-h-y with an alphabet 
all its own. It brings a D. C. from the battery that 
is charged with Love. Once when this writer was 
in the deepest sorrow of his life a man came into 
the room, sat down beside me and took my hand in 
his, He did not say a word; just sat there and held 
my hand in his for a few moments, then got up and 
went out. He wouldn’t trust his other servants. The 
Tongue might falter or use the wrong word. The 
Eyes were flooded and might run over, but he 
knew he could rely upon the warm, friendly clasp 
of that Hand to help lift the burden. And it did— 
wonderfully. 


But here again, the gesture can be overdone. A 
vigorous handshake urged by zeal to crushing power 
is a terror to a prospect’s arthritis. Some enthusi- 
astic handshakers do not seem to realize how much 
spinach they have been eating! The executive Mind 
must direct prudent handling of all these splendid 
factors. 


Anglers will deal with the other two servants, 
the Ear and the Tongue in the next lesson. Mean- 
time, shake hands with your prospect and let us 
hear how you won him, her or them. 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO OWN aé leather- 
bound co Z of THE TESTAMENT FOR 
FISHERS 6 MEN? Send us an account of 
winning a soul to Christ in a 
personal interview (250 words 
or less). If it is used in the 
ANGLERS column, you will 
receive this most helpful, vest- 
ocket size, Personal Worker’s 
estament (King James Ver- 
sion). No manuscripts returned 
unless requested. THE TES- 
TAMENT may also be secured by sending 
two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $3.25. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


lege and Secondary Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and AS. Graduates transfer to Junior clases 
best colleges. each ten students. Persona! atten- 
tion. Scientific testa. A business course. 


thieties. Two-year 
Gepertment with lith, 12th grades. Veterans. 
charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Second semester 
begins January 25, 1954. 
PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 34-W — Maxton, N. C. 
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THE TITHE 


Nine Reasons For Tithing 


1. It guides us by providing us with a met! od 
of intelligent giving. 


2. It helps us by freeing our Church lead :rs 
from a preoccupation with money for the more | n- 
portant task of ministering to people. 


3. It places us all, rich or poor, on an equal fost- 
ing before God. 


4. It helps us by enabling our Church to speak 
not about money in a begging attitude but about 
responsibility in a dignified manner. 


5. It shows us in a concrete manner the every- 
day meaning of real gratitude to God for the many 
things He has given to us. 


6. By making us responsible with a fixed percent 
of our income, it teaches us responsibility in the 


handling of all our possessions. 


7. Like all truly Christian living, it brings to us 
the joy of an honest and important participation in 
God’s work in this world. 


8. It places us within a mighty tradition because 
it has Scriptural authority. 


9. It helps us to see that all of living, even the 
making of a personal budget and the spending of 
money, can be done to God’s glory. 


Summary of an address made by the Right Rev. 
Richard M. Emrich, Bishop of the Episcopal Dio- 
cese of Michigan. —Laymen. 


Tithing Queries 


Q. I am a housewife. I have no income. My hus- 
band gives me the money each week to buy the 
groceries and other household necessities. When 
special needs arise, like clothes for the children or 
household equipment, or medical expense, my hus- 


band pays the bills. Where do I tithe? 


A. Do you never buy anything for yourself per- 
sonally? You must have some money from some- 
where for that. Tithe it. Example: You are buying 
a hat. There’s a $9.98 and an $8.98. Naturally you 
are inclined to the $9.98. You have $10 for the pur- 
chase. Here’s where the test comes. Wear the $8.98 
and pay the Lord His dollar. —W.C.S. 


Suggestion! Does the public library in your 
city receive a copy of THE JouRNAL? How 
about your church library? YMCA? YWCA? 
Investigate now. If these, or any other worthy 
institutions, such as hospitals (reading 
rooms), are not receiving a copy, there could 
be no finer gift that you could make than to 


give a JOURNAL subscription. 
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,BBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 
LuSSON FOR JANUARY 3 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


God Revealed In Christ 


Background Scripture: John 1; 20:30-31. 
Devotional Reading: Hebrews 1:1-9. 


The reason that God is perfectly revealed in Christ is that CHRIST 1s Gop. In Hebrews 1|:1-9, our Devo- 
tional Reading, we are clearly told this: “Who being the brightness of His glory and the express (very) 
image of his person.’’ Our Catechism sums it up in these words: The only Redeemer of God’s elect is the 
Lord Jesus Christ, being the eternal Son of God, became man, and so was, and continues to be, God and 
man, in two distinct natures, and one person, forever. And in the answer to the next question, (20), How 


did Christ, the Son of God, become man? “Christ, 
the Son of God, became man, by taking to Himself 
a true body and a reasonable soul, being conceived 
by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of 
the Virgin Mary, and born of her, yet without sin.” 
And yet there are those who try to inform us that 
the Virgin Birth of Jesus Christ is not an essential 
doctrine of our Christian faith, that all we need to 
do is to subscribe to our Standards. Is not the Short- 
er Catechism a part of our Standards? The Virgin 
Birth is clearly taught in our Standards. Back of 
our Catechism is the Word of God, and there is no 
doctrine more clearly taught in the Bible than the 
doctrine of the Deity and Virgin Birth of our Lord. 


It would be well to read I John 1:1-14 in con- 
nection with our lesson. There is a striking similar- 


ity between the Prologue to the Gospel and the 
opening words of the epistle. I would like to divide * 


this chapter thus: (1) The Shining Light, (2) 
The Witness to that Light, and (3) Followers of 
the Light. 


I. The Shining Light: 
1:1-5; 9:14. 


This shining Light is none other than God Him- 
self in the Person of His Son; it is the glory of 
God which we see in the face of Jesus Christ, not 
the glory of some great man. Once, on the Mount 
of Transfiguration, the earthly vail was lifted and, 


as Peter says, We were eyewitnesses of His majesty. | 


John says in verse 14: ‘““We beheld His glory, the 
glory of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
yrace and truth.” The Word was God; the same 
in substance, equal in power and glory. There must 
never be any compromise with Unitarians; we be- 
lieve in the Trinity: One God in three Persons, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. The leaven of the 
Sadducees, the leaven of Unbelief, the leaven of 
Unitarianism, tries to creep into all of our churches, 
and it is this leaven which will leaven the whole 


lump, if we are not on our guard. Unbelief, in any » 


form, will deprive the Church of all its power. 


He is the Agent in Creation. In Genesis we are 


told that, In the beginning God created the heaven — 
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and the earth. We are also told that the Spirit of 
God moved upon the face of the waters. Here we 
are told that “without Him (the Word) was not 
anything made that was made,” and in verse 10, 
“The world was made by him.” There is no contra- 
diction involved in these statements: the Triune 
God, Father, Son, and Spirit, worked together in 
creating the world and in the creation of man, in 
connection with whom it is stated, “Let us make 
man.” Then, whatever one Person in the Godhead 
does, is done by all. 


‘In him was life’; ““He that hath the Son, hath 
life, and he that hath not the Son of God, hath not 
life.” (See 1 John 5:12). Jesus said, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life’; “no man cometh unto 
the Father but by me.” Someone has said that 
“Christ is absolutely necessary, absolutely sufficient, 
absolutely accessible.” Jesus said to Martha, “I am 
the resurrection and the life; he that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; and 


- whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 


Believest thou this ?”’ 


Do we really believe these 
glorious words ? | 


The light shines that a// men might believe. Some, 
however, refuse the light: they love darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds are evil. Some re- 
ceive the Light, receive Him, and are born again, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, but of 
God. 


The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us 
—God with men—and we beheld His glory. The 
Psalmist prays that God will cause His face to shine 


-, upon us. We have God revealed in the face of Jesus 


Christ. No man hath seen God at any time: the 
only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 


Father, He hath declared Him. 


Il. The Witness to the Light: 
John the Baptist. 


‘There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John. The same came for a witness, to bear 
witness of the Light.’ Luke tells us the particulars 
concerning the birth of this great man, and much 
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more is told us in the Gospels of Matthew and 
Mark. John gives us this additional material about 
his being a vwéness to the Light. 


“That all men through him might believe.” John 
came to preach repentance and prepare the way. He 
was a great preacher, and multitudes came to hear 
him and many were baptized in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. He dealt with them very plain- 
ly and told them the nature of true Repentance. 


John kept telling the crowds that flocked to hear 
him, I am not the Christ: I am just a Voice crying 
in the Wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make His paths straight. The greatness of John as 
a preacher is equalled only by his humility. Would 
that all of us who preach were as true to our mis- 
sion as was John. I am afraid that at times we try 
to attract people to us, rather than to our Saviour. 
He must increase; I must decrease, says John, when 
some men tried to make him jealous of Jesus. 


Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world. John, who came of a priestly 
family, and was familiar with the ritual of the ser- 
vice of the Temple, would naturally think of the 
Priestly work of Christ, and His Atonement for 
sin. John knew that all the beasts on Jewish altars 
slain, were but types of the Great Sacrifice for sin. 
Here is the very heart of the Gospel. There can 
be no “Good News” which leaves out the precious 
blood of the Lamb of God. A “bloodless Gospel” 
is no gospel, for it leaves out the essential element of 
Atonement, and without the shedding of blood there 
is no remission of sin. This priestly work of our 
Lord is minutely explained to us in the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, in Paul’s letter to the Romans, 
and in other parts of Scripture. 


John the Baptizer stressed the fact that his bap- 
tism with water was but a symbol of a much more 
important baptism—the baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
(verse 33). Jesus Himself was baptized of John, 
and at the same time with the Holy Spirit in the 
form of a dove. 


John as a Witness bore testimony to (1) The 
atoning death of Christ, (2) To His baptizing 
with the Holy Spirit, and (3) To His Deity; that 
He is the Son af God. “And I saw and bare record 
that this is the Son of God,” (verse 34). 


III. Followers of the Light: 
The First Disciples. 


‘“‘He was in the world, and the world was made 
by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto 
his own, and his own received him not.”’ These are 
sad words. The prophet had said that he would be 
despised and rejected of men. 


But as many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name, which were born, not of blood, 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God. Believing in Him, receiving Him, 
makes us “born again” Christians; the same truth 
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which Jesus tells Nicodemus later. In this chapt:r 
we have the account of several of these men, son = 
of them disciples of John. “And the two discipl: s 
heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.” If th s 
could always be true of us! Men hear us speak, an | 
sometimes they follow us, instead of Jesus. Tl» 
highest tribute that can be paid any preacher s 
this: men hear us preach, and they follow Jesu: : 


“We preach not ourselves, but Jesus the Lord.’ - 


Our business is to get men to come to Jesus, to 
believe in Jesus, to follow Jesus. 


The story of their reception is briefly, and graph- 
ically told. What seek ye? Master, where dwellest 
thou? Come and see. They came and saw and abode 
with Him that day. It would be interesting to know 
just what was said during this interview. We know 
that both of them became His disciples and went 
out to find others. 


Andrew found Peter, his brother, and said to him, 
We have found the Messiah, the Christ, and he 
brought him to Jesus. We feel certain that John 
was the other disciple, and that he found James and 
brought him to Jesus. 


Then Jesus finds Philip, and says to him, Follow 
me. Philip finds Nathaniel, and meets his objec- 
tion with the same invitation which Jesus gave the 
two who followed him earlier. Come and see. 


I would like to stress these three words, Come 
and see. This is the theme of the preacher, as it 
was of John, who said, Behold the Lamb of God; 
it is also the Invitation of Jesus Himself; He wants 
people to Come and see; if they will only do that, 
then they will be satisfied, and believe; it is also 
the best argument we can use in our work of win- 
ning men to Christ. If we can but get them to 
Come and see, they will be convinced. If they will 
but Come to the Light then they will see. No 
amount of argument will do the good that this will 
do; sometimes men will resist argument, and try 
to win their point, but a personal trial of Jesus 
will break any argument, or prejudice, they may 
have. Philip was wise when he said to Nathaniel, 
his friend, who tried to bring up an argument, 
“Come and see.”’ 


The two verses in John 20:30 and 31, tell us 
the purpose of the Gospel of John. But these are 
written that ye might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye might 
have life through his name. In other words, John 
tells us that he selected his material (under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit) with this thought in 
mind. It would be well for us to keep this in mind 
as we study the Gospel of John. The purpose of 
our study is to get men and women, boys and girls, 
to believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and 
their personal Saviour, to get them to Believe and 
Live, for this is eternal life: He that hath the Son 
hath Life. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 3 


B. HOYT EVANS 


Bound Together In Christ 


DEVOTIONAL: 
Hymn: “The Light Of God Is Falling” 
Prayer 
Scripture: John 15:1-14 
Hymn: “In Christ There Is No East Nor West” 
Offering 
Hymn: “Blest Be The Tie That Binds” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


Last week we closed out 1953 with a program 
based on our 1953 theme, “Christ to the World 
through Me.” This week our program is based on 
the theme for 1954, “Bound Together in Christ.” 
The discussion in next week’s program will also be 
devoted to setting forth the new theme. The three 
programs together make up one unit, because we 
shall discover that this theme which Assembly’s 
Youth Council has chosen for this year has a very 
definite relation to the one we followed in 1953. 


This idea of togetherness or unity among Chris- 
tians is one that has become very popular. We are 


living in a generation which has seen many great | 


national and international Christian gatherings and 
organizations. Young people have been involved in 


many of these. Now that our Council has adopted 


a theme in harmony with this growing interest in 
togetherness, let us see what is the real basis for 
unity among Christians and what are its advantages. 


The first speaker will discuss the basis of unity, 
that is, the common ground on which Christians 
can be truly united. The second speaker will point 
out some of the useful by-products of the right kind 
of unity. 


First Speaker: 


In our modern emphasis on togetherness it is 
very easy to get our aims confused. The only real 
reason for our being united to one another as Chris- 
tians is that we are first united to Christ. Jesus 
said, “I am the vine, ye are the branches.” That 
means that we must be joined to Him by faith if 
we are to have any spiritual life in us. If you re- 
ceive spiritual life through Christ and I receive 
spiritual life through the same Christ, then we have 
something very important in common. We have a 
common source of spiritual life, and we are united 
to one another in a very important way. We age 
different branches of the same spiritual vine, In a 


sense we are spiritually related. We ought to re- 


member that our relation to one another in Christ 
is always secondéry to our relation to Christ. The 
truly important thing is to be bound to Christ by 
faith. This is the bed-rock basis of all Christian 
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unity. Spiritual fellowship or brotherhood among 
people is not a thing that can be created or organ- 
ized by the efforts of men, it is a relationship that 
automatically comes into being whenever two or 
more people give their hearts to Christ. 


Christian togetherness is not something to be 
made or created by us, it is something that already 
exists. All we have to do is to recognize it and en- 
joy it. There is a way for human beings to help 
extend this fellowship. Our last year’s theme ex- 
presses it, “Christ to the World through Me.” 
Whenever we, through our witness, bring other 
people into a right relationship to Christ, we bring 
them into a spiritual relationship to ourselves and 
to all other Christians. The best way to promote 
Christian unity is to promote Christ and His sav- 
ing gospel. 

Second Speaker: 

Our main aim is to see that people are in Christ, 
but once they are united to Him something takes 
place. We want to look at some of the by-products 
of this proper relationship of a person to Christ. 


Paul said that when a man is in Christ he is a 
new creature. All these new creatures in Christ 
have more in common than they had before. Paul 
wrote to the Galatians who were united to Christ: 
‘There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for 
ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” The people of 
Corinth came from different and degraded back- 
grounds, but Christ changed them and made them 
into one fellowship. Paul reminded them of that 
change that Christ had made in their lives in these 
words: “Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abus- 
ers of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor 
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extor- 
tioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such 
were some of you.” From such immoral and de- 
generate people Christ formed a spiritual fellow- 
ship. The same thing is still happening today. There 
were two high school girls who had practically 
nothing in common, but when they came to faith 
in a common Saviour, they became close friends. 
The change Christ makes in us when we believe 
in Him gives us something in common with other 
Christians regardless of their nationality or station 
in life. 


The fact that we are united to Christ means that © 
we ought to be producing the same evidences of 
being saved in our lives. In the parable Christ 
spoke of the branches on the same vine. He said 
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that the branches ought to bear fruit as a result 
of the life they were receiving from the vine. Unless 
a plant has been tampered with, all of its branches 
will bear the same kind of fruit. We have these 
fruits in common with our other Christian brothers 
and sisters. We may be very different in appearance 
from the Chinese Christian, but the fruits of kind- 
ness and joy and love will appear the same in his 
life as in ours. This is another kind of unity that 
appears as a by-product of our being united to 


Christ. 
PROGRAM LEADER: 


(Some very sincere Christians seem to have taken 
as their philosophy the words of the fun song, “the 
more we get together, the happier we'll be.”’ They 
put great emphasis on breaking down or ignoring 
differences between Christian people. Other Chris- 
tians believe that this attempt at creating together- 
ness is far from the main purpose of Christianity. 
Do you not think that the best solution of this prob- 
lem would be for both groups to renew their efforts 
to introduce the world to Christ who alone pro- 
vides the basis for real fellowship? Discuss this 
with your group). 


Our closing hymn is to be the SHF theme hymn 
for 1954. 


Hymn: “At Length There Dawns The Glorious 
Day.” 


Women’s Work 


Friends Read Your Bible 


“Acquaint now thyself with him (GoD) and be at 
peace.’—Job 22:21. 


Friends, read your Bible. You probably have in 
your home one or more slightly used Bibles. Is it 
a little dusty ? This is the GREATEST BOOK. The great- 
est literature the world has produced. Why is it so 
great? It is great because it is written by inspired 
men, inspired by the Holy Ghost. 


It has stood the test of the ages and has proven 
its worth among men. The world has and may still 
harangue this precious book. Yet never can they 
destroy our free Bible, which God has given to all 
races and creeds. | am not ashamed of the gospel 
of Christ; It is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth; (Rom. 1:16). Are we 
afraid to witness for Jesus? I say yes — do you 
know of many women or men, who freely stand up 
and pray audibly in Prayer Meeting? Modesty is 
a virtue—but neglect is not. Daily Christians ne- 
glect to witness for Him many times each day. 
Christians have need for this undergirding power. 


One may find many supplementary guide books. 
“The Upper Room” and “Day by Day,” are both 
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gems for the family prayers and worship. This 
practice will consequently bring you peace and jo\ 
untold. 


As the New Year approaches let us all make this 
a definite feature for each one of us Now. 


The Bible is fascinating reading; 
It grips and thrills one, 

Precious truths and joyous finding 
He remains the dearest One. 


—(Mrs.) A. Dudley Brand. 


1954 Materials For Women 
Of The Church 


PRESBYTERIAN Women — $1.00. 


This publication is for EVERY woman. It is plan- 
ned monthly with the individual woman in mind. 
There is always some information vital to the of- 
ficers but the major portion of the content is of 
interest to the woman-in-the-pew. Every woman 
should subscribe _to and read Presbyterian Women. 
The article ted to the circle program is of spe- 
cial importance to all. It is written to gyide the 
individual woman in taking her part in “‘Let’s Talk 


About—.”’ 


THE PRESBYTERIAN WoMAN’S WorKBOOK—30c. 


The Workbook is a “must” for every woman in 
the church, regardless of the number of meetings 
she. attends or misses. It will give the individual 
woman guidance for her personal Bible study, prep- 
aration for getting the most out of circle and gen- 
eral meetings, information about the plans and 


emphases in the Church’s Program for the year, . } 


and many other valuable helps. 


_ The heart of the Bible study for circles in 1954 
will be found in the Workbook. 


Acts ... Worps AsouT DEEps — 40c. 


This is the leader’s guide for the circle Bible 
study based oh the book of Acts. These helps for the 
leader, as well as the study material for the individ- 
ual woman in the Workbook, were written by Price 
H.-Gwynn, Jr. These lessons have been prepared 
making use of “informal ways of learning” and ad- 
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\ ace preparation plus participation by every circle 
» ember under the leader’s guidance will assure a 
r h experience in study. 


Cuuscn — 12 monthly programs — 
$1.50 per year — sent monthly to subscriber. 


The World Church will be the theme for the 
(jeneral Programs for 1954. This theme will be 
presented in two parts—six of these programs will 
deal with questions being asked regarding the bring- 
ing of Christendom closer together and an attempt 
to answer these questions will be offered. The other 
six programs will take us directly to various conti- 
nents where outstanding Presbyterian leaders have 
visited the past year and will be based on the sub- 
title of “I Saw the Church in—.” These programs 


are on subscription. Additional copies, 15c¢ each. 


THe of THE CHURCH — 40c — 
Bible Study. 3 


The leader should be supplied with a copy of this 
booklet. If more than one person will be responsible 
for the teaching then additional copies will be need- 
ed. The study is based on the letter to the Ephe- 
sians. The author, James Appleby, has carefully 
preserved the overall impact and vitality of the 
letter. 


This may be a study in greater or lesser detail 
according to the desire of the group. The chapters 
may be extended into as many as ten lessons or 
combined for fewer lessons. The important thing 
is “to study Ephesians and let it speak to you 
through the heart of the great Apostle.” To aid 
in this study ““A Guide to the Personal Study of 
Ephesians” is included in the Presbyterian W oman’s 
Workbook. 


CATALOGUE OF PUBLICATIONS — Free. 


This Catalogue \, sent with the November issue 
of Presbyterian Women and is included in each 
Handbook. It is free to any person who wishes a 
copy. It might be wise fto see that every member has 
her own Catalogue. 


This Catalogue carries all materials published 
by the Board of Women’s Work and also related 
materials from Inter-Board Adult Council; The 
General Council and various Boards of our Church. 
The Catalogue plainly states from where the ma- 
terials are to be ordered. Please note and save time! 


The Catalogue also carries a listing of various 
Church Agencies and addresses, also information 
about the Presbyterian Survey and Church papers. 


1954 CHECK 
Check Lists are offered again for 1954. These 


list materials especially helpful for the carrying out 
of the various duties of the officers. Each officer 
may “build” her own “‘special packet” and thereby 
avoid duplication of materials. Two Check Lists are 
included in each Handbook—one to use as an order 
blank and the other for a file copy of the order. 
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For the Committee Chairmen the Check List is 
divided into sections—one for materials from the 
Board of Women’s Work and the other for ma- 
terials from the Board or Agency represented. Be 
sure each is sent to its proper destination! 


A New Year Prayer 


“And now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; 
but the greatest of these is love.” 


O Lord, for the coming year, 
Grant me the Faith that casts out Fear; 
Make me brave, and make me strong, 


To back the Right, and fight the Wrong. 


May radiant Hope, like some star, 
Refresh and guide me from afar; 
And on storm-clouds rushing by 
Paint many rainbows in the sky. 


Jesus, Blessed King of Love, 

Reach down in mercy from above, 

With Thy Love fill me each day, 

That I may Live and Teach Thy Way. 
—J.K.P. 


GOALS 


As we near the end of 1953 let us re-read the 
Goals adopted by the Program Committee of the. 
Board of Women’s Work as the working plan for 
1953. Let us check the work of our groups, to see 
how nearly we have attained the following seven 
goals: 


l. Every woman enlisted for Christ and partici- 
pating in the Mission of the Church. 


2. Christian fellowship extended to 
church women in their homes. 


inactive 


3. Every church with an organized group of 


Women of the Church. 


4+. A closer coordination of Women’s Work with 
the total program of the local church. 


5. Every woman taking a stand against the social 
evils of the day. 


6. All women experiencing fellowship and ser- 
vice with the women of other races and other 
churches. 


7. An enlarged program of leader-development. 


Are there not yet ways your group can take to- 
ward reaching these goals? 
—From Kanawa Knews. 


They Make Up To Us 
What We Lack 


Prayer is the means God intends Christians 
should first use to do His work in His world. 
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Yet the church is often so busy with her pro- 
grams, organizations, finances, building plans that 
her outreach by prayer is meager. Yet her ministry 
moves forward; there are those who help to make 
up to us what we lack—there are those whose souls 
are upon their knees for the Church—for you and 
for me. No doubt, we will never know how great 
a part others play in our lives and experiences. 


In recent years*we have seen the Presbyterian 
Church U. S. lead all denominations in per capita 
giving, be listed near the top in evangelistic out- 
reach—in the number led to Christ on profession 
of faith; and we have seen her win some victories 
within her own fellowship. Behind all of this there 
stands a faithful group “lifting holy hands of pray- 
er” to God for the Church. 


For some 10 years a group of intercessors among 
the shut-ins of the Church has been united in a 
“Fellowship of Prayer’ for God’s work through 
His Church—for the preachers of the Gospel, for 
the Church’s witness to the unsaved, her appeal and 
challenge to the indifferent, her ministry of the 
Word to growing Christians; for her members that 
they serve and be influential in community, state, 
national, and international life to the end that God’s 
peace be established in today’s world. 


Through Moderators of the General Assembly, 
through Executive Secretaries of Boards and other 
messengers, special calls to prayer have gone to these 
“secret servants” of God — of whom so little is 
known. They have voluntarily enrolled, one thou- 
sand strong, in this Fellowship of Prayer, and have 
voluntarily responded to every call for their help 
by prayer in matters of moment and concern. 


We will never know the extent of the service 
these people render, the hours of time and the 
strength and energy expended in our behalf, the 
understanding and devoted love that moves these 
to help the Church experience the fulfillment of 
Jesus’ prediction of “greater works than these shall 
ye do because I go to my Father” as He pointed 
out the secret of the “greater works” to be by prayer 
“whatsoever ye shall ask in my name that will I 
do ... if ye shall ask anything in my name, I will 
do it.” Only eternity will reveal how much they 


have helped to make up to us of Church that — 


which we lack. They stand as a challenge to you 
and to me to join them in being “the Lord’s remem- 
brancers who will take no rest, nor give Him any 
rest until He has blessed us” with all power and 
spiritual blessings in our ministry for Christ and 


through His Church. 


Order Your Christmas Books From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Send For Free Catalogue 
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A DREAM 


By Mrs. O. M. Anderson 
Bastrop, La. 


Last night 
I dreamed 
Of things 


down town 


There were stores, 
Whiskey stores of different hue 


Young men | 

and old men had entered 
Each with \ 

a pay check so clear. 
Why not 

spend it here— 
have a quaff? 

A quart of this, 

a pint of that. 


The clerk 

received the orders 
Turned about 

to get 
What? no bottles 

on the shelf? 


To his 
amazed eyes 
He saw 
in all colors and sizes 
Little shoes 
and socks 
Little slacks 
and dresses 
And pants 


and coats so warm! 


Chubby sleepy 
eyed dolls 


with tony hair 
Red trucks 
with dumps 
Stick houses 
with bell 
Every thing 
that little ones 
love so well 
AT CHRISTMAS TIME! 


The older man 
to the clerk“ spoke: 
‘Son, this is 
_a good joke 
Love and 
joy will last 
throughout the year 
With these 
better things 
That you have here!”’ 
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{ Christmas Message” 


As we approach the glad Christmas Season I am 
wondering if we are giving thought for the peoples 


ot the world for whom Christmas has no meaning. 


There are people waiting 
Over all the earth, 

To hear the Christmas story 
That tells of Jesus’ birth. 


We have this story to tell. The matchless story told 
by the angels on a Judean hillside to the shepherds 
nearly two thousand years ago: ‘‘Fear not for be- 
hold I bring you good tidings of great joy—unto 
you is born this day in the city of David, a Saviour 
which is Christ, the Lord.” Is that the exact mes- 
sage? No, I left out an important part: “I bring 
you good tidings of great joy which shall be to all 
people.” The good news was not for the chosen 
few—but for all people. We are among the fortu- 
nate who know the story. It is our responsibility to 
those who are still waiting. 


‘There are people listening, 
They have waited, oh, so tad 
To hear the glorious echo 
Of the angels’ song. 


The song sung by the angels: “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good-will to men.” 
This song has echoed and re-echoed through the ages 
by those who know Him who said: “My peace I 
give unto you.” “In the world ye shall have tribula- 
tion, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the 
world.” Because we know the blessed truth and 
comfort we have a song in our hearts and on our 
lips. A song of glory to God and a message of peace 
to men. This song cannot be stilled by wars, plagues 
or tribulations. It is a song of God’s redeeming love 
to be sung to all nations. 


There are people waiting 
To hear from you and me 
About our precious Saviour 


And His death on Calvary. 


A Saviour to share: “You know the grace of the 
Lord Jesus that though He was rich, yet for your 
sakes He became poor that ye through His poverty 
might be rich.” So wrote the Apostle Paul, and spent 
His life in telling others of Christ. Many hundreds 
of years before Isaiah had written: “For unto us a 
Child is born, unto us a Son is given, and the gov- 
ernment shall be upon His shoulder, and His name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty 
God, the Everlasting F ather, the Prince of Peace.” 
The Child whose birth was heralded by the song of 
angels, and the brightness of a shining star, that 
first Christmas night, was to be called Jesus for He 
was to save His people from their sins: “There is 
no other name given under heaven whereby we must 
be saved.” “No other name but Jesus.” 
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If we did not have this story to tell, this song to 
sing, this Saviour to show, there would be no 
Christmas. May we keep this in mind that we will 


* know the happiness of keeping His day as He would 


have us. 


Help us to keep Thy day, Lord, 
So all people will see 

And follow our example 
To serve and honor Thee. 


FrRoM STRENGTH To STRENGTH 


Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 
Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled 
Within my heart, that it may be 
A quiet chamber kept for Thee. 


My heart for very joy doth leap, 
My lips no more can silence keep; 

1, too, must sing with joyful tongue 
That sweetest ancient cradle song. 


Glory to God in highest heaven, 
Who unto man His Son hath given, 
While angels sing with tender mirth, 
A glad new year to all the earth. 


Martin Sather, 1535. 


Church News 


The General Fund And 


Interchurch Agencies 


Comparative Statement Of Receipts | 
April 1, 1953 - November 30, 1953 


The General Fund 


Apr. 1, 1962 « Nee: 30, ee $171,329.50 
Apr. “8 1953 - Nov. 30, 1953 208,606.37 


$ 37,276.87 


Inerenee 


Interchurch Agencies 


Apr. 1, 1952 - Nov. 30, 1952 ............ $ 7,107.42 
Apr. 1, 1953 - Nov. 30, 1953 -.......... 8,224.04 


$ 1,116.62 
E. C. Scott, Treasurer. 


Increase ...... 


Passing Of Dr. William Wirt Akers 


Rev. William Wirt Akers, D.D., residing in 
Gastonia, N. C., died on November 29th last. He 
was 83 years old, and had been in declining health 
the past three months. Interment was in Hollywood 
Cemetery, Gastonia. 


Dr. Akers was a strong Presbyterian, held in 
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